
Attachment 3: 
NASA Software
Documentation Tree

Engineering and Program/Project 
Management Policies, NPD 

7120.4  

Managing Information 
Technology, NPD 2800.1

Policy for Safety and Mission 
Success, NPD 8700.1  

Higher Agency-Level Requirements 
(e.g., NPD 1000.0, NPD 1000.3, & 
NPD 1280.1)

Software Engineering 
Requirements, NPR 7150.2

External Release of Software, 
NPR 2210.1

Other Software specific NPRs 
(as developed)

Software Policy, NPD 2820.1 (See note 1)

Other Agency-Level NPDs, NPRs, and NITRs that include software, but are not principally software documents
(e.g., NPR 1600.1, NPR 2190.1, NPR 2810.1, NPR 7500.1,NPR 8735.2, NPR 8705.2, NPR 8705.4, NPR 8715.3, 

NPR 8820.2, & NITR 2810-3) See note 2 

NASA Preferred Technical Standards 
(Adopted and NASA developed related to 

software)

Center Level Directives
(related to software) See note 2

Contractor and Sub-Contractor 
Policies and Requirements

(related to software) See note 2

See note 3

See note 3

Note 1: NPD 2820.1 is the unique parent document for the Agency’s current and future NPRs that are software specific.
Note 2: Other Agency-Level, Center-Level, and Contractor/Sub-Contractor directives can elaborate or augment software 
specific NPDs and NPRs, but they cannot supersede nor waive NPD 2820.1, NPR 7150.2, or NPR 2210.1.
Note 3: Individual NASA Preferred Technical Standards are required when invoked by an NPD, NPR, Center-Level Directive, 
contract clause, specification, statement of work, or NASA Technical Warrant Holder. Note that the set of NASA Preferred 
Technical Standards also includes non-invoked software standards which provide valuable guidance and best practices.


